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THE 


Duty of Chriſtians, | 


With Reſpe& to 
4 


Human Ix Tr ARPRE TATIQ us, 
AND 


DECISIONS, Se, 


Section I, HAT the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the Author and Finiſher lp 
every Chriſtian's Faith, and 
the Author of Eternal Salua- 
tion unto all them that obey 
bim, after he had Finiſhed the whole Work he 
came into this World about, A ſcended into 
Heaven, and fent, according to his Promiſes, the 
Comforter, the Paraclete, the Holy Ghoſt to his 
Apoſtles, to bring to their remembrance al things, 
whatſoever he bad ſaid unto them, and to teach 7 
all things, and guide them into all truth, which 
ſhould be Neceſſary or Expedient for his Diſci- 
ples and Subjects to be acquainted with, in or- 
der to their regular Conduct, and making ſure 
their own Eternal Salvation; "and to abide with 
them for ever, by accompanying that Revelation 
they ſhould receive 1 Him, with bis _ | 
2 | 
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ful and gracions Influence, to the making it 
effectual vnto People for the ends, for which it 
was intended, in all Generations to che end of 
the World; That this Revelation of the Mind 
and Will ot God, given by the Holy Ghoſt un- 
to the Apoſtles, was by his Aſſiſtance left by 
them, for perpetual Uſe, more eſpecially of 
Chriſtians,- and is contained in the Books of the 
New Teſtament, are Truths of very great im- 
portance. Thoſe who profeſs themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, do not pretend to have any doubt con- 


cet ning them. 


F. 11. It muſt then be the certain Duty of 
Chriſtians, to have a very high k ſteem of this 
Revelation, and to make the New Teſtament 
their principal Study. They, ought to have 
Recourſe to it, with great Seriouſneſs, as to all 
things which can concern them as Chriſtians, 
which ovght to affect their Conſciences, and 
which reſpe& their. Eternal Salyation. They 
are not on any;account, to be determined as to 
any of theſe Matters, by any thing, but what, 
upon impartial Examination, they find is laid 
down, is taught, is delivered in the New Teſta- 
ment, where the Apoſtles, by the Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt, have given a full Account of 
that Revelation of the Mind of God, they re- 
ceived from Him, ſent unto them by the Lord 
Jeſus, to inſtruct them in all things, Chriſtians, 
as ſuch, can be concerned to know or believe 
in order totheir Spiritual and Eternal Welfare, 
till he ſhall come again, to judge them accor- 
ding to, or by, this Revelation. 

F. III. This (the New Teſtament) is the un- 
erring and infallible. Rule by which they are to 

e govern 


* 


h (/ 5 ) 
govern themſelves in every thing that concerns 
xhem as Chriſtians. Every Chriltian ought te 
make it his moſt ſerious Care and Buſineſs to 
tear from it, his Duty in every particular, 
both as to Faith, Worſhip, and Practice. This 
$ the ſole Rule a Chriſtian ought to govern him- 
elf by, in every. thing that pertains to him as 
2 Chriſtian, He myſt make it his care to cor- 
rect and avoid Miſtakes and Errors in Judg» 
ment, by comparing Notions, ieee and 
Doctrines with this Rule, and judging of them 
as impartially as he can by it. And as to Faults 
and Sins in Heart, and Practice, he muſt make 
it his Buſineſs to amend them, by confor mi 
his Heart and Practices, as exactly as he is able, 
to what he finds commanded and ordered in 
this Revelation. This ſhould be his aim, this 
ſhould be his endeavounnr. 5 


FS. IV. He muſt therefore read, diligently 
and ſeriouſly attend to, what is taught in the 
New Teſtament ; he muſt honeſtly make uſe of 
he means afforded bim, in order to his obtain- 
ing a rational Satis faction, that he underſtands 
aright, what He feceives from thence; and he 
muſt pray heartily for the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to make his ſincere Endeavours ſucceſs- 
ful, to his underſtanding what the. Will of his 
Lord is, depending on the Encouragement his 
ord has given them, who do in Sincerity take 
this Courſe, to expect the help of the Spirit. 
How much more ſhall your beavenly father give the 
holy ſpirit to them tbat ak bim? He ought ſeri- 
ouſly and faithfully to employ his Rational Pow- 
ers and Faculties, and uſe all the means he can 
obtain, to acquire the Knowledge of his Lord's 
Will, as to what concerns him to know ** 
; * | 
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that he may be able to give a teafon; why he 
believes that Senſe in which he underſtands any 
part of this Revelation, was the meaning of the 


Holy Ghoſt there. He ovght not to entertain 
any Senſe, as the meaning of. the Holy Ghoſt, 
for the juſtifying of himſelf in believing it ta 
be the meaning of the Holy Gholt, he cannot 
alledge any thing, but that ſuch a Man, or Num- 
ber of Mex, perhaps of great Name, and pom- 
Ix Character, have declared That that. Senſe 
as the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, Till He 
can find out a better Reaſon” than that, for his 
believing any particular Senſe, to be the mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt in that part of his Reve- 
lation, He may ſafely conclude, that part of 
the New Teſtament is at preſent out of his 
reach, and that he is under no Obligation a 
vet, to believe any thing more concerning it, 
but that ic general it contains part of the, mind 
of his Lord; but what, in particular, He is not 
concerned to believe, nor can be, *till he ſhall 


obtain more Light than yet he has, and which 


he will honeſtly endeavour to obtain. 


F. V. NoChriſtian ought to believe any Senſe 
in particular, was the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt, without perceiving ſome degree of Ra- 
tional Evidence, that it was his meaning. The 
Teſtimony of many creditable Perſons concern- 
ing a Matter of Fact, that has happened within 
the Cognizance of their Senſes, renders that 
Matter of Fact credible to others. But One, or 
one Thouſand (for there is no difference in the 
caſe) Perſons, affirming the Truth of a Propo- 
ſition; the Proof of which, entirely depends on 
Rational Evidence, is no degree of Rational E- 
vidence that it is true. And what is not — 
ö tlona 


7) 
tional Evidence, will never become, or grow. 
into Rational Evidence, by Multiplication. a 
Chriſtian'is not to believe a particular Senſe, 0 
any part of the New Teſtament was the mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt there, unleſs he perceive 
Rational Eyidence to perſwadeor oblige bim to 
believe That that particular Senſe way the mean» 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt there; for if he were, 
his being a Chriſtian would make him ceaſe to 
be a Man, whereas Chriſtianity aims at, and 
tends to help, and advance People's Reaſon, to 
make * * _ more 8 8 1 
ſ t elpecially in what reſpe&s their 
ting Welfare, He is therefore obliged 
not to ſubmit his Faith, or Practice, in any 
thing, the Revelation given by the Holy Ghoſl 
to the Apoſtles doth treat of, to the mere In- 
ter pretation, or pretended Authority of any 
Man, or Body of Men; becauſe the bare ſaying 
of any Man, or Number of Men, let his, or 
their Character be what it will in the World, 
doth not amount to the leaſt Degree of probabi- 
lity, that what He, or They do ſay was the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo. . 


E VI. Their Character may induce to think 
it probable, they may perceive Evidence which 
doth oblige them to believe that Senſe was the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, which they ſay was 
his meaning. But their declaring That that 
Senſe was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, af- 
fords not the leaſt degree of Evidence to others, 
That that was his meaning, But the leaft de- 
gree of probable Evidence that another Senſe: 
was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, is one ſort, 
of Rational Evidence, and muſt in Reaſon de- 
termine him who perceives it, to believe T0 

"= | | char 


that Seriſe was the, meaning of the Holy Gholt; 


in oppoſition to the bare ſaying of qne Magi, 


or eren of the greateſt Aſlembly of Men th 
was his Meaning. That one Man, or 872 


ever was in the World, That another Se 


ter Number of Men, may perceive. ſtronger E. 
vidence, than that juſt named, to juſtify. them 
in believing, that was the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which they affirm and decree wa, "90 
But as long as they conceal their Reaſons, from 
others, and only publiſh that ſuch a Senſe. was 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, the leaſt degree 
of Evidence perceived. for another, Senſe, is ot 

greater weight, and ougbr to determine, him 
who perceives it, rather than their. bare Aſſer- 
tion. For in this caſe, the difference is ae 


this, Some Evidence, and no Evidence at all. Ani 
is it not clear then, which ought to oblige Aſſend 


§. VII. Ia a. numerous Aſſembly profeſſedly 
met to agree, what, was the meaning, of the 
Holy Ghoft; in ſome part of that Revelation 
delivered by the Apoſtles from Him, there may 
be many very learned; judicious, and pious Men, 
and there may be a much greater Number ho 
are not ſo. And if the Deciſion muſt be made 
by the greateſt Number of Votes, it will be 

ſomething wonderful, if thoſe. who. have the 
weakeſt Minds, and worſt Hearts, being conſi- 
derably more than the other, do not carry the 
Determination their own way, though the Rea - 
ſons on the other. fide were ever fo ſttong. It 
muſt be expected that in ſuch, caſe, the greater 
Number will determine for that Senſe, they are 
willing ſhonld have been the meaning, of the 
Holy Ghoſt; eſpecially if they apprehend that 
their own Intereſt will be ſerved by ** 
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of ſerving the Intereſt of Truth, have bad 
fomerhing | elſe priacipally i lo view. 


188 vill. But ſuppofe the beſt Thr Doll 
grounded 1 wel ty Reaſons and 10 
Token wy yet as Tong, os e Deciſions only 

publiftied; and” not the Reaſons Which in fob 
them to agtee on them, thofe Reaſons; zr 
Reaſons only to themſelves, They cannot be 5 
any weiglit; they cannot enligfiten; tonvini 
operate on, and ſatisfy thoſe who are igtiorant 
of them. Be they ever ſo many who concut in 
declaring that ſuch a Senſe was the ineaning of 
the Hoff Ghoſt, and be the Arguments ever ſo 


pete which prevail ith them to belleve 
that Senſe; their bare concurrent declaring that 
was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, gives no 
W. en 1 e e to an 11 71 that it wa 
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Evidence, one degree of Proo That EY enſe 
was the meaning 5 the Holy Ghoſt, and he 
who; perceives that, and o oY If hat degree of 
Evidence, as to the meaning of the Hy Shot, 
and for that Senſe, alone, wuſt beliey t that 
Senſe. was his meaning, till he e the 
ſame, or a greater degree of Evidence, that 
another Scoſe was the meaning of t e Holy 
Ghoſt, otherwiſe lie will fail of governing bim- 
Al 28 a good: Chriſtian * to Wenn him - 
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4 $8 IK. If any Number of Men agree to ſay 
ſuch a:Senſe was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in any part of the New Teſtament, without 
rceiving any Evidence that it was ſo, or in 
2 ntradiction to Evidence that his meaning was 
otherwiſe, their declaring the Senſe they agree 
on, was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, cannot 
oblige a Chriſtian to believe it was the weaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt, For they being under no 
Obligation to believe it themſelves, bur indeed, 
not to believe it, their ſaying, That that was 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, Lag «56-4 
now 


| Con J- 
know. they are not obliged to believe was. ſa, 
can be no evidence to another, that what they 


(ay, is true, nor lay an indiſpenſable Obligation 


on Chriſt's Subjects to believe it was the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt; Let thus it mult be, if Deri - 


ſion-makers in Religion, have that Abſolute Po- 


er and Authority ſome pretend to. For accord : 
ing to them, Chriſtians are indiſpenſably obli- 
ged to ſubmir and believe. They muſt believe 
that to be the meaning of the Holy Ghaſt, 
which the Deciders ſay is ſa; tho? the Deciders 


_ themſelves do know, that in what they ſay; 
They do lye againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Lord! 


Whither are Bad Men endeavouring to hurry 


the Populace! Whether Deciſions: be true, or 


falſe, there is no difference, as to Chriſtians, 
if Men have an Abſolute Authority to deter- 
mine for them, and they are under an ladiſ⸗ 
penſable Obligation to ſubmit, and believe. 
TO © ry 49-4 WE. ol "PRE - 
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* X. Tboſe who Aſſemble, may perceive 


ſtronger Evidence that one certain: Senſe was 


the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, than they per- 
celive for any other Senſe, and in believing that 
to be the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, they will 
act, as becomes good Chriſtians. But then it 
muſt ſtill be remembred, that their bare ſaying 
that Senſe, was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 
does not convey to others, the Evidence they 
perceived, or any Evidence of it at all, and 
therefore they cannot reaſonably expect others 
ſhould believe it, meerly on their Word. For 
ſhould others do ſo, they would not act, as 
they themſelves thought they ought to act, to 
acquit themſelves as good Chriſtians. That is, 
They wonld not have believed that Senſe was 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, if they had 
| ; B 2 perceived 


(uw) 

perceived greater degrees of Evidence that a: 
nother Senſe was the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt, than they perceived for that being his 
meaning, but did fx upon, and believe that 
Senſe to be his meaning, purely becagſe they 
perceived greater Evidence: that that was the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, than they per- 
ceived that any other Senſe. was bis meaning. 
Now, if their acting as became good rant 


did conſiſt in that, other, Chriſtians won 
not act as good Chriſtians ſnould, if they ſhou 
believe that to be the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which they ſay is his nana berth 
upon their faying it,  withobt' perceiving. a0y 
Evidence that it was bis meaving,! or in contra» 
diction to ſome degree of: Evidence that ano+ 
ther Senſe was his meaning. One would think 
They would not have it ſuppos'd, they are 

Opinion that none ought to act like! good Chri- 
ſtians but themſelves. If they in judging for 
themſclyes; would not have believed, what 
they declare was the meaning of the Holy 
Shoſt, to have been his meaning, if they had 
not perceived, what they apprehended to be 
fuch Evidence that it was the meaning of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as over weighed what they per- 
ceived on the behalf of any other. Senſe, wh 
ſhovld not others take the ſame method? They 
can no more judge for others, than others can 
for them. And if they took the courſe which 

became good Chriſtians, muſt not others do ſo 
too? And not aſſent. to the truth of Propo- | 
firions, without, or in contradiction to Evi- | 
dente, but in proportion to the degrees of | 
Evidence they do perceiv e? 
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that in order to beving an agterelt 1 
Favour of God, po to his own Eternal Sal * 
tion. For if bis Determigazion, gbligerh 30 
dne Chriſtian in that mannet, it muſt bllg: &. &- 
very. Chriſtian, in the like manner, who knows 
be hath wade that Determinatign, And mult 
nat that Determination oblige.in. abe ſame man- 
ner, ever other Biſhop who is x Ghriſt 

ſuch, tho not as 10 0 If the. Luhe 
neceſſarily. reſult or is 5 ble from 
be Office, the Taz Phe Mp ons 
J vertue of bis Office, is every jet aq Yall 
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8 xn, The Office of's chen, Kiſh I 
undou very important, it is a very good 
Wirk, and very greatly to de Relpetied and 
— Honoured, git I think it is very evident, 
that none have ſo vilified and abuſed the moſt 
Learned, ' and'Pious Men, when' Biſhops, 'as 
thoſe who have made the mightieſt noiſe in 555 
rending to magnify pros "Theſe People 
have given abündant p that they have a 
great diſlike to Piety, 104 0d bee, and no ve. 
Ty good affettion to Learning: When theſe 
* Qualifications ate Bright and . Biſhops, 
then they have no Patience à t all, bot are per- 
752 like, People poſſeſs'd, © "They talk as yy 
ps bad = 13 but then they muſt ex- 
iſe it 12 according: to theit Humours. 
They mu * . a8 they would have 
"ther, and mt they'll” ſweat, 1 * have 
Nene to judge = And condemn all others. 
This is certain, Biſhops are very ſeldom of the 
lame mind in every t And if they hap- 
pen to make incdnfiſtent and eontradictbry De- 
koi gp (for whatever Power belongs to 
the Office, 1 doth not make all that are 
veſted with t, to agree in every thing) the 
Difficulties" fray be great, which Will ariſe from 
the Impoſlivility o Chriſtians ſubmitting their 
Faithto contradictory Dererminations, and yet 
Heintz Indiſpenfably obliged to it; or from the 
Want of Unanimity, and good Order amongſt 
Chriſtians, - if the Authority ' of Biſhops be 
cramp'd, and confined to Chriſtians as living in 
hah Biſtricts. No ſmall idcotiveniences may 
em to ſpring out of Chriſtians being indiſ- 
penſably 


nere 
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peoſably obliged, in order to Salvation, to be? 
lieve in one Diſtrict, what is cantradictory, to 
what Chriſtians, in another Diſtrict are in order 
to their Salvation, as indiſpenſably obliged ta 
believe. And yet can the Chriſtiaus in neither 
one, nor other of the Diſtricts, give any other 
accouns 'why they are to believe at chat rate, 
bot: that the Biſpops of thoſe Diſtricts have judg- 
ed for them, and ſay they muſt believe ſo; 
Theſe are Difficulties, theſe are things that 
2 0 good coherence. But then they are to 
be ſolved, the Differences are to be reconciled, 
by them, who veſt the Office with that unlimi- 

ted Power, otherwiſe they will find their own 


Invention deſperately clog d. 


. XII. If this Authority be not eſſential to 
the Office, but ſhall de ſaid to be a privilege 
belonging to the major part agreeing, when 
they aſſemble with a purpoſe to determine 
what the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt was in 
ſuch a part of the New Teſtament, or con- 
cerning, ſuch a Subject, treated of in the New 
Teſtament; It will not readily appear to un- 
prejudiced People, that the Major part of an 
Aſſembly when gained by Caballing, and very 
indirect Methods (as has undeniably been ſome- 
times) to decree, that ſuch a Senſe was the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, has Authority 
from Chriſt to oblige his Subjects indiſpenſably in 
order to their Salvation, to believe upon their 
Word, that what they ſay was the meaning of 
the Holy Ghoſt, was ſo. 


g. X111. But I own the Holy Ghoſt can re- 
yeal to the greater part of an Aſſembly, yea, 
to every one of the Aſſembly, what his mean- 
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him, and that he doth not reveal! it 1e to | 
bim, dot to everyone in the Aſſembly: 
this cafe They would all agtee in 2 ny 
2 parys — tric of t 
every one of them by 1 5 

— — they all received 650 by 2 
Revelation; 2 Now ſuppoſing the ly Gtoft | 
mould vhvs far with chem, thi W 
not veſt them! with Authority, te "oblige 
r any one Chriftfan, indifp 
in order to their or his Salvation,” tc be. 
lieve on their Word, that What they id was 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt was ſo. lt 
would be a Daring, and Damrnable preſumption 
(perhaps not unpardonsble) if they mould a- 
— ſuck Authority to themſelves ou thut ae-- 
count. For call this, would amount to no more, 
than an extraordinary Grace 'yonchſafed to & ; 
very one of them particolarly, for their own = 
perfonal- aſſurance of - what was the meaning of 
the Holy Ghoſt there, or about that matter, 
_ their mutual Satisfaction that the ſame Fa- 4 
— — to every one of them. It is 
Vethe Duty of every one of them to 
believe; and reſt aſſured; that Senſe was the 
meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, _ =o "oy: b 


{ Thar: was the weaning 
Ghoſt; in ſoch a part, ot „ t well 3] 
Teſtament, and char they? know it was fo 
by immediate Revelstion from the Holy 
Ghoſt, will not make it the Duty of any il 
other Chriſtian to beliere it, This Reve- 
lation to them, was not intended by the'Holy | 
1 for other Peoples Satisfaction in the mat- 
ter. a 


ther Chriſtians; o 
Jably 


{ihe 5 


ter. ik be bad revealed it to them, that others 
mould be obliged to receive it, ſhould be bound 
indiſpenſably” to delleve it to have been his 
meaning, or that they received it immediately 
from him, when they declare it, He would 
have proceeded ſome ſteps further; and would 
have furniſhed them with ſuch Credentials, 28 
ſhould be proper to convince and ſatisfy others, 
that He did reveal it to them. And when they 
produce thoſe Credentials, others will be obli- 
ged to believe it, not as their inter pretation, 
nor on their Authority, but on Chriſt's Au- 
ehority, and as à part of Hs Revelation given 
immediately by the Holy Ghoſt. "Chriſt can 
beſtow Tnfallibility on one Man, or on a Num- 
ber of Men, but his doing that, will not veſt him 
or them, with a Power, 'or Auchority, to oblige 
others - indifpenſably to believe what they ſay 
was the meaning of the Holy'Ghoſt, was fo, 
meerly betauſe iy do ſay it. His or their In- 
fallibifity,' myſt” be divinely itteſted; otherwiſe 
Beile s of ſervice only to themſelves, and lays no 
ion to believe, on any but themſelves. 
It is 1 Divine Atteſtation, to com- 
map Infallibility, that inveſts him, to 
whom it is imparted, with Authority, to ob- 
i e others to believe; He declares the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt by immediate ee 
when He ſaith He doth ſo. 

8 xlv. Bit ſwediste Revelation from che 
Bely Ghoſt is not much expected now, by 
thoſe who Aſfemble to make Deciſions, which 
they would' have Ohriſtiaus to ſubmit to, ap- 
on their pretended Authority, and bare Word, 
a8 inditpenlably neceſſary tõ their Salvation; 
thiett lefs is Divine Atreſtation; - which is indi . 

TING 8 penlably 


(18) 
penſably neetſſary by way of Evidence, to ob- 
lige any one to aſſent, co-What another deal 
is the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt which he actual- 
ly received by immediate Revelation from the 
Holy Ghoſt. Should ſuch things be granted 
now to Church Councils; they would quite 
ſpoil the great Deſigu, which has been carrying 
on in ſome parts of the World. ſuch Aſſem- 
blies would be very frightful to ſome People, 
when Men ſhould by immediate order from 
Chriſt; denounce; the ſentence, of Condemna- 
tion, upon che Decrees of multiplied Councils, 
which have been Zealouſly Executed by Fire 
and Sword; and upon things, moſt admired 
and depended on, by their whole Former Par- 
ty; and then ſhould work uncontrovertible Mi- 
racles, to the utter confuſion of thoſe, Notions, 
and Practices, they themſelves had pretended 
to conſecrate, had Zzealouſly eſponſed, and en- 
deavoured to defend with unchriſtian and in- 
human Violence; And to the entire Demoli- 
tion, and Ruine, of what has been moſt in- 
duſts jovſly. maintained, artfully guarded, and 
forcibly propagated a long time. 


S. XV. If the greater Number, or every 
one in an Aſſembly, are really governed by Ar- 
guments and Reaſons, and agree from the 
ſtrength of Argument, that ſuch a Senſe, was 
the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in ſuch a part 
of the Ney Teſtament; Their Determina - 
tions will be founded, on their perceiving 
greater degrees of Evidence, that that Senſe 
wWas the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt there, 
than they 'perceive:that any other Senſe was 
his meaning there; And they will act like good 
Chriſtians in believing, that that Senſe was the 
Nr 004g meaning 
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meaning of the Holy Gboſt there, Net their pet · 
ceiving ever ſuch ſtrong and certain, Evidence, 
that that Senſe was the meaning of the Holy. 
Ghoſt there will not veſt, them, with. Autho- 
rity, will not juſtify their claĩmiag an 9 
rity from Chriſt, to oblige other Chriſt; 

order to their Acceptance with God, = to. 
their Eternal Salvation, to believe on their 
bare Word, that that Senſe was the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt there. All they can ia. 
Reaſon, and with any Right expec from other 
Chriſtians is, that upon their ſaying, they per- 
ceiye greater degrees of Evidence that that 
Senſe, was the meaning of the, Holy Ghoſt, 
than they perceive: that any oth — — was Ny 
meaning there; They acknowledge, chat they 
do well in believing that Senle was ye meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt chere, and that they are di 
poſed and ready to believe i it to be the meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt, when they {hall e 0 
—.— degrees of Evidence that that Senſe Was 

is meaning, than that any other Senſe was his 
meaning there, or that they do believe, the. 
very ſame thing they do, not meerly becauſe 
they ſay that Senſe was the meaning of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, but becauſe they perceive. ſuch Evi- 
dence, as doth oblige them to believe it, 
Bur no Chriſtian can be obliged to believe their 
Interpretation, was the meaning af the Holy 
Ghoſt, meerly becauſe they ſay it was. A 
Chriſtian cannot rationally believe an Inter- 
pretation is the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 
unleſs he perceive Evidence proper to induce 
him to believe it: Aſſent, or belief muſt be 
founded on a Perſon's own, perceiving of Evi- 
dence. A'Chriſtian cannot believe an later- 


pretation contains the meaning of the Holy 
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Obolk, by one or more Perſon's) perceiving: 
Evidence, that it expreſſeth the meaning of the 
Holy Ghoſt.” if one, or many'can perceive 
Evidence for other Chriſtians, they may aſſent 
and believe for them. And then there will be 
no need of underſtanding and Faith in any, but 
thoſe who will undertake to underſtand and be- 


lieve for all the reſt. Was a Conjecture to be 


framed by the carriage of the generality of the 
populace in ſome Countries, one would be in- 
cline to ſuſpect, They and their Prieſts, had 
made an agreement, that their Prieſts: ſhould: 
believe for-them, and they to return the kind - 
neſs, would bellow; and roar; and ſwear, and 
drink, for, or agaitiſt, whatever Sounds they 
will give them, and exactly according to their 
orders. But whatever agreements People may 
make with one another, It is moſt certain Men 
muſt believe for themſelves in order to Salva- 
tion. And let any Man conſider, whether it is 
not as impoſſible for God to veſt any one Ma 

or more Men with Authority, to oblige Peopl 10 
to aſſent to the truth of Propoſitions, without 
their perceiving Evidence that they are true, as 
it is to make a Creature Reaforable, yo: not 

Reaſonable at the ſame time? 


§. XVI. Every Chriſtian of whit rank al 
order ſoever, muſt as to matters relating to 
Salvation, believe for bimſelf, whatſoever is 
propoſed to be an object of his Faith, He can 
rationally ſet to it as true, without perceiving 
ſome rational Evidence that it is true, He can- 
not aſſent to it, as a truth that concerns him as 
" Chriſtian, without perceiving ſach Evidence 
that it is a truth, to which that Character be- 
longs. He cannot aſſent to-any-Interpretation 
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of a part-of the New-Teſtament, s containing 
the / meaaing of the; Holy: Hbaſt berg, — — 

rceiving ſome rational Evidenge chat: it d. 
expreſs — — . Holy Ghoſt there. 
 Thorong powercot wrong Edugatzon, and 
ill. Cuſtom, . many take that to be Eviden, 
of the truch of pamerous-Propoſitiens,, whi 
is u Evideace at all of their, Truth, and thus 
they very Whew aſſegt, aud very;zoggly, 2 
the truth of very importaat Hostrines 

— they apprehend they — — 
of -their- being true, But that they dg, this 
way aſſent to important Truths, is perfealy 
accidental. people will the ſane Nah, 48, 
more, eaſily be fixed in the boljef gf the m. 
dangerous untruths, the moſt. Pernigioys, and 
Hortful Notioas, Opinions, and Pratkices, 
Chriſtians, cannot as; Chriſtians, aſſent at this 
Ratez Their Aſſem and Beliefs 28 60 Nhat con 
cerns their- Salvation, muſt, be ravianal. . 14 
are. with all Sedulity to be cantioned-againl 
ſenting, without perceiving rational Evidenge 
of the truth of What is propoſed to their — 
lief. They muſt make it their great care, and 
take. alen heed they be not decpived; and. par- 
ticularly, that they do not entertain an thing 
a5 a part of their Religion, upon truſt. Na pro- 
poſition, the proof of which relies pon rational 
Evidence, is true, becauſe one Man, ox more 
Men do fay it is true. Nor doth his or their 
ſaying it is True, in any manner diſcover, that 
the Ideas dgnified by the parts of the Propo- 
ſition, bave any ſort of Connection, Can his 
or their ſaying it is true, then, de a rational 
Evidence that it is true? Can any. Man be ob- 
liged to believe it is true, meerly- becauſe He, 
or They, 4 affirm it is true? When that At 
fir mation 
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Ermation; affefts not, diſcovers not its truth at 
all, but not withſtanding that Affirmation it 
may be moſt falſe ? | * wy Ni! I ns ꝗ i 
TS ene Yo. I 0 Süintzam 5.3 ren Þ 
S. XVII. A pretence to Infallibility has been 
ſet vp, and ſtrangely ſubmitted to, thorough 


a great part of the Chriſtian World; to the 
greatly inriching of ſome; to the impoveriſhing 
of many more, to the. murthering of Multi- 
tudes of eminently good Chriſtians {- and to 
the unexpreſſible detriment of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. Attempts have bean made to reduce 
Chriſtians to a blind Submiſſion; and ''flaviſh 
Profeſſion of Beheving upon bare Words, what 
thoſe ſhall ſay they muſt believe, Who do not 
openly lay any claim to lufallibilit7; WHO are 
certainly Fallible, as well as others, and per- 
haps under ſtronger temptations either to 
* or to declare amiſs than ſome others 
may be. Is chis the Stratagem, which muſt 
take, and prevail in this Age of the World? 
It is the plain and ſore way to extirpate Reli- 
gion, deſtroy Reaſon, and root out all that is 
Honoerable and Good. The Herds of meer 
. Hear ſay Chriſtians in many Places, appear ſo 
great; one would hope no Man who. has any 
Senſe of Chriſtianity at all, would defire, or 
rey himſelf that their Numbers may be in- 
creas * 6 . r „ &- 9 


F. XVIII. If thoſe who undertake to later- 
pret parts of the New Teſtament Magiſterially, 
and to frame Deciſions in matters of Religion, 
to oblige Chriſtians to believe them, would 
be pleaſed to produce the Reaſons, which in- 
duce them to think their Interpretations expreſs 
the Mind of the Holy Ghoſt, and that their 
ON Decitions 
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mill not groundleſly aſſent, or ſay they do aſ- 


* 
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Deciſions do declare his meaning, Chriſtians 
would be obliged to conſider them as imparti- 
ally as they. can, and they might then expect, 
that they Will operate on, and prev ail with 
Chriſtians, according to the Evidence they ſhall 
perceive them to have for the purpoſes they 
are intended. Thoſe Chriſtians,; who ſhall 
thereby , perceive more Evidences, that what 
they declare was the meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt was ſo, than they perceive that any other 
Senſe. was his meaning, will believe that Senſe 
was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
they ſay was bis meaning. And in believing 
That to be his meaning, they will act as good 
Chriſtians ought to ad. Their Faith will be 
rational, they will be able to give a good and 
rational account of their Belief, and of their 
Practice purſuant to ii. They will not then 
blindly ſubmit their Faith or Profeſſion; th 


ſent to the truth of Propoſitions, of the 
truth of which they do not perceive any rati- 
onal Evidence, but their Perſwafion- will be 
founded on and guided by Reaſon. And thus 
wa tia of | Jeſus Chriſt, ought to govern 


F. XIX. There is ſcarce any thing more un- 


worthy of People profeſſing themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, than profeſſing to believe that Propo- 
ſitions of Men's framing, do expreſs the mean- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, , Without perceiving 
any Evidence to warrant their believing, that 
they do expreſs his, meaning, except aſſuming 
an Authority to oblige them to do ſo. Can 
Chriſtians, believing and prattifipg: meerly vp- 
on Hear ſay, can their complying with, conn- 
ala | tenancing, 
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7 af Spee an 50ab{4 
claim 2 ever the Genſeiences of 
Chriſt's — te oblige them to believe 
without Exdehse, in matters of Eternal arbor? Y 
ere, and #\6ment, - carifeſt wich thei „ 
proving thewſeves the sübpeers ef Chriſt 2 | 
e in ſo many Words bound Gown by © 
Fupteif, te . 60 A (iu theſe | matters) 

Fulber ah de Farb And who aſfures 
them, une — ir Maſes even Chriſt ? whatever 
Powers; an ſacceed'the* Apoſtles in, it 
is moͤſt u, ae en e etl 
in Power, Which they never had, nter 
eny chim toll They never ex per 4 
required" either Iolaters, or Fes, or * I 
Ky tes, To believe any thing they 
their Velief, without Hyin $54; den Fs 9 
amis Evidence of the tfoth' of What f 

to" chem, which Evidence they w 7 
Weign and Conſder. Aud When they if 4 
To: they cominended and applanded them Y 
their 810 g t. Nor did t WE —— La Y 
hee Chrittivix to bene ve iug they aid; 
fürther than the | Credentials: e produ „ 
that they Were Chriſt's ApbſtRs, and imme. 
diately inſtructed by the Holy Ghoſt, did War 
rant and oblige them to believe, They de- 9 
teſted te bt of e a Power to 
oblige* CN n do Sag thing in Re-. 
Hgiob, CO Is fo bare roy and "wading 4 
Evidence. af ba we bare dominion over 
yok Fa. 0 Jae 


cg: Rx. nde Gaye Wppetböw 0 wits _ in. A 
tended for Bfutes; but for thoſe Who art en- 
dowed with Reaſon, and Who are obliged to 
etertiſe thelr "Reaſon, in order to their finding 
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Fut the” his of the A Gboſt, in Ha: 
ſoever they can be contertied to believe; and | 
practiſe,” in order to their Eter ternal, cali 
They cannot be "obliged to believe an) 86 


of any part, of the New Fa to b 
meaning of the 'Holy" Gftolt thete, but dy 
ing videgee that it' was his eau ng. 15 
What is called Implicit Faith iti this 10 er, 
no countenauce at all in the New 10 11 
where "Chriſtians are commanded to try 4 
things. Tanplicit Faith, or unreaſonable 8. 
miſſion, was the Device of Proud, Aſlimidg; 
Arrogant, III Meaning ,, and Self Deſign rio 
Men. And moſt pet nicions Effects have how” 
from it, where ever it has prevailed ; and none 
but ſich, can be, expected in reaſon from it. 
as long 4s 48 thoſe hd profeſs themſelves Chri- 
ſtians ;  ſhall' ſubje& chemſelves to it. Do 
thoſe behave like the Subjects of Chriſt, who 
profeſs. to 'belleve and practiſe in matters o 
Relig] ion, what. Men tell them they muſt be 
lieve Band do, as from Chriſt, and in ofder to 
Salvation, without enquiring after, and per- 
ceiving Evidence, that Chriſt hath taught 
thofe DoArines, and commanded thoſe pra- 
ctices? There can be no Authority, to which, 


Chriſtianb, as Chriſtians, can be obliged to 


ſubmit”, but Chriſt's, if be be their only Lord: 
And they catitior believe or practiſe in real 
Submiſſion to his Authority, unleſs they per- 
ceire Evidence, that He has taught what they 
believe, and has ordered what they practiſe, 
add both believe, and practiſe for this ver 
reaſon, becauſe they perceive, that his Autho- 
rity doth! oblige them to the one, and the 0- 
ther; If they believe and practiſe, purely up- 
on any other Authority, in order to their Sal- 
D vation, 


. 
vation, they are to expect Salvation, not from 
Chriſt, whoſe Authority they do not. perceive 
concerned in thoſe matters, but from them, 
to whoſe Authority they do ſubmit. 


F XXI. The Apoſtles, by the Infallible 
guidance and aſſiſtance. of the Holy Ghoſt, have 

ly delivered in the New Teſtament the Mind 
of God, It is the Duty of Chriſtians to make 
that Revelation their Study, that they may 
learn from thence, what, they, as Chriſtians, 
are to Believe, and do, and to hold faſt, and 
contend earneſtly for the Faith there delivered, 
and practiſe diligently what they find there 
made their, Doty, lotegrity, Diligence, and 
hearty renewed Prayer, do better diſpoſe any | 
Man, for the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the 8 
Holy Ghoſt, "along with. his. own Revelation 
already. given, than the greateſt meaſures i 
of Humane Learning, the molt pompous i 
Humane Characters, and the moſt extended 
worldly Powers and Dignities do. Theſe 
latter, it is very well known, have been ſe- 
parated from the former, and may be again; 
but the former were never known to fail, 
with reſpeCt to what was indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to ſuch Peoples Salvation. Let Peo- 
ple bring honeſt Minds to theſe Sacred Re- 
cords, be ſerious, hearty, and impartial in 
their ſearch after the meaning of the Ho- 
ly” Ghoſt, conſcientious and unreſerved in 
their Submiſſion to him, conſtant and earneſt 
in their Prayers for his Aſſiſtance, they may 
upon good ground expect Light, and Help, 
and Comfort, Grace at preſent, and ever- 
laſting Salvation hereafter. | 


& XXII. 
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F. XXII. It cannot be expected, conſidering 
the State and Circumſtances of good Chri- 
ſtians in this World, but they will have 
different apprehenſions, concerning the Senſe 
and Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, in ſome 
parts of theſe Sacred Writings. Bur theſe 
different Sentiments, will not hinder any- of 
them from partaking of Divine Grace, from 
acceptance 'with God, from admiſſion” into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, provided they be 
fincere and honeſt, and manage themſelves 
towards one avother , under their different 
apprehenſions, in that manner, the Apoſtles 
have directed, by the order and appoint- 
ment of that wnerring Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, 
who taught and inftruted them. 


6 XXIII. With reſpect to different, and 


oppoſite Interpretations of ſome parts of 


theſe Holy Writings, eſpecially ſach as be 
of General and Common concern, there are 
two very plain and eaſy Rules, which are 
within the reach of thoſe Chriſtians who 
have the meaneſt Capacities ; which, if faith- 
fally obſerved, will enable them to diſcern 
which Interpretation comes neareſt to the 
Mind and [Intention of the Holy Ghoſt. The 
firſt Rule is, To get the Mind furniſhed 
with a ſound Knowledge of the main ſcope, 
the great End, and principal Deſign of the 
Goſpel Revelation. Which, moſt certain- 
ly is, To teach People to deny ungodly and 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly , righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent World, in expeQati- 
on of the glorious appearing of the Great God, 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, The ſecond 
D 3 Rule, 
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Rule, is, to examine Interpretations impar- 
tially by, and then judge of them, according 
as they agree with, or diſſent from the 
chief purpoſe and intendment of the Hate 
If one Interpretation evidently tends to fur- 
ther People in that, which is the principal 
buſineſs of the Goſpel; Another later preta- 
tion countenances ſuch a latitude in Deſigns 
and Manners, as cannot conſiſt with the main 
intent of the Goſpel, And a Third Inter- 
pretation only ſerves the Ambition, Pride, 

urpation, Tyranny, and Worldly Intereſt 
of a ſet of Men, in any of the Parties pro- 
feſſing the Chriſtian Religion, a plain, honeſt 
Man may ſafely determine that the facſt In- 
terpretation, comes nearer to the meaning of 
the Holy Ghoſt, than either: of the, other 
One who hath any meaſure of Sobriety and 
Candour, will readily, , and with juſtice) e- 
nough - conclude, that both the other Iater- 
pretations, are more likely to have been 
Tuggeſted by the Prince of the Devils, than 
to be the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, e- 
very part of whole Doctrine is according ta 
Goalineſs. *2 \ pes ; | 3 


'S. XXIV. Tho! the Apoſtles be dead, 
The Holy Ghoſt who inſtructed them in the 
Mind and Will of God, and enabled them 
to leave that Revelation, juſt as they re- 
ceived. it from Bim, for the uſe of People 
through all Generations, doth continue, 
and will abide, to make his own Revelation 
effectual, for Converſion, Santification, and 
Salvation to them, Who ſhall do their parts 
in making uſe of it for thoſe purpoſes. 
Aud this, after the ſame manner, He 10 
Rd. n ef i 6. A; 8 „ ma e 
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ke effectual to thoſe purpoſes, in t 
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E The , Converting, $SanRifying , and Saving 
1. Power, aud Efficacy, of this Revelation, when 
— publiſhed to People by the Apoſtles, did not 
proceed from any Virtue or Power inherent 
1 

8 

n 

5 

: 

i 

a 


in the Apoſtles themſelves, but from the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt. He made his 
| own en to produce thoſe Ef» 
fects in them, who in thoſe Days, ken- 
ed to the Apoſtles, and applied themſelves 
to make that uſe of, what they taught, which, 
upon conviction, it appeared in Reaſon, they 
ought to make of it. The Apoſtles were 
not veſted with a Power, to make the Doctrine 
they received from the Holy Ghoſt; have a 
transforming and n on thoſe who 
C beard. them. That Virtue came from the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf, . along with his -own Re - 
velation. Who then it Paul, and who is Apollos, 
= but Miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the 
Ford gave to every Man? 1 baue planted, A. 
ballas watered, but God gave the, increaſe. So 
then, neither is he that planteth any thing, ueitber 
he that wateretb, but God that giveth the in- 
creaſe, The Holy Ghoſt hath all along, doth 
k ſtill, and will to the End of the World, ac- 
e company his own Revelation given to the 
n Apoſtles, with his Gracious Influences, to 
- thoſt who make that uſe of it they ought, 
e | Jeſus came and-ſpake unto them ſaying, All Power 
„ eien unto me, in Heaven and in Earth. Go ye 
n therefore and teach all Nations, Baptizang them in 
d i the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
$ Holy Ghoft.. Teaching them to obſerve all. things 
„  #b-;ſocver, 1 have commanded you, And Lo 1 
d Tf a4 . ; ) T 1 - ; am 
e 


(x0) 
am with you alway, even. to, the End of the 
World, This Efficacy of the Goſpel, to Con- 
vert, Sanctify, Strengthen, Comfart, and ſave 
people, depends on a Power perfectly di- 
ſtint , and ſeparate from what is inherent 


in any Human Perſon, or annexed to any 
Office Man can be intruſted with. It be: 


Jongs intirely to the Holy "Ghoſt, "who i 
never fails to exert it, with his own Re- 
eugene in ſuch meaſures as he ſees pro- 


„to thoſe Individual Perſons, who faith- i 


folly do their part, in making vſe of this 
Revelation , that it's intended effects may 
be produced in them. g 1 4 1 


8 Xxv. The Holy Ghoſt inftratted "the 
Apoſtles what they were to publiſh to the 


World. The Apoſtle's Office was to de- 


clare faithfully to the World, what the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt taught them. This they did. But 
they did not convey, or impart a Convert- i 


ing, Sanifying, and Saving Power, to thaſe 


who heard them all along with the Do- 
ctrines they delivered from the Holy Ghoſt 
unto them. Tis undeniable” in fact, that 
many who heard them, continued in an un- 
converted eſtate. That the Revelation from 
the Holy Ghoſt ſpoken by them, had ail 
transforming Virtue, on, ſomerimes a grea- 
ter, and ſometimes a ſmaller Number of 
them who attended on their Miniſtry, was 
from the direct power of the Holy Ghoſt i 
accompanying his own Revelation , (when if 
PREGM tf by the Apoſtles, who received it 
mmediately from Him) to the Minds, aud 
Hearts of thoiz particular Perſona, Thus 4 
i; 


"+ 
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it was then, thus it is now, and thus it will 
be to the end of the World. | 


F. XXVI. The Apoſtles did their parts, they 
diſcharged. the Office and Truſt committed to 
them, with Diligence, Induſtry, and Faithful- 
neſs. And they. failed not of finding Accep- 

tance with their Lord, They did not appro- 
priate to themſelves any Authority or Power, 
which was reſerved to the Holy Ghoſt. If 
they had done that, inſtead of Acceptance, it 
would have ſubjected them unto Cenſure, and 
à very terrible Cenſure too. They did not 
pretend to be Lords over Chriſtians Faith, 
only Helpers of their Joy. And they depend- 
ed on the Holy Ghoſt to make his own Reve- 
lation, delivered and ſpoken by them, effectual, 


by his own Power and Bleſſing, to thoſe who 


heard it, as he ſaw fit. 


F. XXVII. Thoſe who pretend they ſucceed 
the Apoſtles in the fulneſs of Authority which 
was given to them, or to oblige Chriſtians in- 
diſpenſably to receive their Determinations on 
their Word, as the certain Meaning of the 
Holy Ghoſt, opght to produce ſuch Teſtimo- 
nials from the Holy Ghoſt, as the Apoſtles did, 
to ſatisfy and aſſure they did not deliver any 
thing but what they bad received from the 
Holy Shoſt. If thoſe who ſucceed the Apo- 
ſtles in thoſe Parts of Office, which were nor 
peculiar to them, as Apoſtles, do claim no a- 
ther Authority, than they did, in thoſe Parts 
of Office, and do conſtantly imitate them, in 
Diligence, Induſtry, Patience, and Faithfulneſs, 
they may with good Aſſurance, expect Accep- 
tance with their Lord, and a glorious ge 

com 


FY — —_— * 8 


1 


from him, thoügh. * tmylby their 'Labburt 
amongſt a perverſe and gam. ſay ing People. If 
they be faithful in doing their part, (Chat is 
as math as is laid upon them, and required at 
their Hands,) then, they may F rejoice,: berauſe 
their Recompence 1 is with their Fi and their 
faithfül Labour and Pains is 2 ſweet Savoir to 
him; notwichſtanding to them amongſt whom il 
they Labour thorough their own Wilfotneſs, 
and many unexcuſable Faule * Litas the Fa: 
vun of” Death, ufo Death. | 


g. XXVAL But chief wol be ive they 4s 
Fl. atropate any Spiritual Power and Ante: 
rity, which" doth not belong to them, f 
they do, they will contract no fitiall diät op 
on themſelves: He only can in Truth arid 
in Propriety- of Speech; Authoritatively' Ab. 
ſolve from, or give Remiſſion' of Sins, wilo - ? 
Power to give Repentance. . Thoſe who have 
not Power and Authotity either to con 3 
vine Graces, or to reftrain the Holy Suit | 
from conferring them, and to oblige him not 
to beſtow them, but according as they nal pet⸗ 
mit, when, and to whom they ſhall give their 
allowarice, 'bad need take great care, how they 
adventure to exclude, or caſt People obt of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, from the Number of Chriſt's i 
faichful Subſects, becavſe they be not ſ6" pine | 
to them im Matters of Relig off, as it ch 
Pleaſore they ſhould be. ft they t No 
thus, whom the Lord Jefus knows are his falth- 
ful Subjects, woe unto them. No Name of 
Office, no Chatader, no Dignity, no, nor all 
the Power in the World. will de able to Pro- 
tect them. The Lord Jeſus will Rule, He wilt 
. govern, He will jadge, let the Big ones of 7 
Wor 
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World be eyer fo much 'againſt it. Let any 
who make uſe of his Name, talk as magaificenr- 
ly as they pleaſe, of their Authority over the 
Faith of ' Chriſtians, and which enables them to 
do with them as they pleaſe, the Lord Jeſus 
will make them know to their Sorrow, that 
they have no Authority to wrong any faithful 
Subject of his. He will acknowledge every one 
of his faithful Subjects before the Angels of 
God, to the everlaſting ' Shame and Confuſion 
of thoſe, who under. a pretence of Abſolute 
Authority in Matters of Religion, have treated 
any of them ſo injuriouſly, except they do 
in time, thoroughly repent of that moſt ſcan- 
dalous Impiety. | 


8 XXIX. Here let me add with reſpect to 
the Sucteſſors of the Apoſtles in this Land, 
They enjoy Lands, and Revenues, which the 
Apoſtles never had, nor ever laid any Claim 
to, and they ovght, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, to be very thankful for them. If they 
will thankfully acknowledge their Dependance 
on the Civil Government, as to all thoſe Im- 
muniries, Powers, Privileges, and Emoluments, 
which are entirely owing to her Liberality, and 
Munificence, They have the juſteſt Grounds, 
poſſible to reſt aſſured of the continued Enjoy- 
ment of them to themſelves, and thoſe who 
ſhall ſucceed them. But if they will pretend 
a Right to them, Independent on the Civil Go- 
vernment, and to ſupport, juſtify, and ſtreng- 
then that unrigbteous Claim, will enter into a 
Confederacy with ill-affefted Perſons, to ex- 
cite and raiſe, and encourage Mobs, Mutinies, 
and Rebellions, in confidence of the mighty 
Numbers that will aſſiſt them, one of the worſt 

| E Characters, 
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Characters faſtened in Holy Writ on thoſe who 
were moſt enormouſly Bad, will moſt Right- 
folly belong to them, viz. wicked Tranſgreſſors, 
and how much Bitterneſs will ſpring from the 
Attempt, and accompany the Proſecution of 
it, ſorpaſſes all I can expreſs. That elaborate 


Letters of dtates-· man, Count Gyllenberg, (who had provi- 


Count 


ded ſixty Pounds worth of Reaſons, or ſome- 


Gyllen-" thing elſe to print, in order to create or fur- 
berg, Sc. ther Diſturbances here, which he ſtiles, unde- 


. 3. 
pag. 4. 


ceiving the Nation,) certifies his correſpondent 
Baron Gortæ, that in this Land, or Country, Nine, 
in Ten, are Rebels. Whether the great and 
knowing Men, who gave him this Information, 
included the Clergy in this Number, is not 
ſaid, nor doth it appear they did gept them. 
If the Rebels be ſo many, as was boaſted, to 
encourage an Invaſion, they may when they 
have an opportunity, do a great deal of Miſ- 
chief. Bat they wretchedly deceive themſelves, 
if they think their Numbers will obtain them 
what they principally aim at, For the Lord 
Almighty is againſt them, on many Accounts, 
and particularly, as they are Rebels, I think it 
no ſmall Encouragement to all who have any 
Acquaintance with the Chriſtian Religion, to 
reſt aſſured, that God will in due time, not- 
withſtanding all the Ma:binations and Efforts of 
in People, bring Matters in this Land to an 
happy iſſue, becauſe none are againſt our moſt 


Excellent Sovereign King GEORGE, and the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion, but who are alſo againſt 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt being ſole King in his 
own Kingdom, and conſequently againſt his be- 
ing ſole Law-giver to, and Judge of his own 
Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience, and which 
relate to their Eternal Salvation, Why do the 

| beathen 


beatben rage, and tbe people imagine a vain thing ? 
He that ſitteth in tbe beaven, Rat laugh, the Lord 
ſhall bave them in deriſion, He will vex them in bis 
ſore diſpleaſure. Thos ſhalt break them with a rod 
of iron, thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces, like 4 potter 
veſſel, Be the Rebels more than was boaſted, 
and let their Cunning, and Falſnood, and Power, 
be exerted to the utmoſt, tis probable there 
are thoſe now living, and who be not at pre- 
ſent very well minded, Who will find themſelves 
obliged to ſay, Yerily there is 4 reward for the 
rigbteous, verily be is a God who judgeth in the earth. 
The Rebels will not agree that this is True. 
They will take their Courſe, whenever they 
think they can begin ſafely. God will wound 
the bead of bis Enemies, whether they will be- 
lieve it or not, and when they feel, they will 
know the Truth of what they would not be- 
Leve, f 8 


S. XXX. But what l am now coming to ſay, 
Ws acknowledged, by every Proteſtant in the 
World, viz. That all Chriſt's Subjects have 
he very ſame Revelation of the mind of their 
Lord to govern themſelves by. As his Sub- 
Wects and Chriſtians they can be obliged by no 
Laws but Chriſt's. As they are Subjects to o- 
hers, they have fo far, their Laws to govern 
hemſelves by. tn theſe Caſes, they are under 
different Characters, and under different Rela- 
ions, which are on no Account to be jumbled 
and confounded together, but to be conſtantly 
xept ſeparate, and diſtin, No difference of 
Stations, and Characters amongſt Chriſtians, 
xempts any of them, from that which is com- 
mon to every one of them, as Chriſtians, which 
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is, to be Subject to Chriſt alone, and to as 80. 
W entirely, by: his Laws. 


. XXXI. Thoſe who be to Wola! to, and 
inſtruct others (the Clergy) have the Writings 
inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt to conform their 
publick Diſcourſes, and more private InftruQi- 
ons unto. And they ought to make it their | 
moſt ſerious care, not to deliver any thing to 
their Hearers in Chriſt's Name, and as a part 
of his Religion, but what they perceive they | 
have very good warrant for, in that Revelati- 
on the Holy Ghoſt gave of the Will of God 
to the Apoſtles. Thoſe who hear (the Laity)| 
have the very ſame divinely inſpired Writings, 
by which they ought ſtrictly to examine every if 
thing the Clergy profeſs by Virtue of their 
Office, to deliver to them. They ought every 
one of them to attend very diligently, and toi 
be very ſtrict, exact, and impartial in examini 
ing every particular the Clergy teach as a parti 
of the Chriſtian Religion, by the New Teſta. 
ment, and faithfully entertain whatever they 
find warranted there. If they have any Love 3 
to their own Souls, any concern for their own 
Eternal Salvation, they muſt be ſure, not 10 
entertain any Clergyman's, any Man's, or any 
Body of Men's Interpretations, or Determina-· 
tions, inſtead of Scripture, any Doctrine, as ai 
Seripture- Doctrine, without plain Scripture- 1 
Proof that it is ſo, nor aſſent to any [nterpre-i 
tation of Scripture, as the meaning of the Holz 
Ghoſt, without perceiving greater Evidence, 
that i it was his meaning, than they perceive thai 
any other Senſe was his meaning. Whatever 
they hear taught is a part of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and upon ſtrict Examination by the Nen 
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Teſtament, they find it ſo, they are indiſpenſa- 


| bly obliged to receive upon the Teſtimony of 


the Holy Ghoſt,” with all firmneſs of Faith, 
and to endeavour in good earneſt, to improve 
it, to all thoſe good Purpoſes for which ir is 
intended. This is the certain way to be ſafe, 
Both Teachers and Hearers ought to be very 
diligent, and fairhfol in doing their din parts, 
And if they be not, whatever flouriſi they may 
on either Hand make in the World, they wil 
have a very ſad Account to give at laſt,” Ar is 
not a Miniſter's fondneſs for any thing, which 
will excuſe his laying , afide, what the Holy 
Ghoſt bath taught, that He may entertain his 
Auditory, with ſomething that be likes better. 
Nor will Sloth, and Negligence, or fooliſh Cre- 
dulity excuſe Hearers, if they receive any thing 
for a part of the Chriſtian Religion, which the 


Holy Ghoſt hath not Authorized. They may 


Both of them, very juſtly, expect to fall under 
the cenſure of the great Lord of all, The latter 
for their Remiſſneſs and Unfaithfulneſs to their 
own Souls; And the former, for their Falſe- 


* 7 


neſs and Unfaithfulneſs to their Office. 


F. XXXI. The Holy Ghoft doth not by his 
Revelation countenance Sloth and Idleneſs in 
any, but requires Caution, impartial Examina- 
tion,\and Diligence in-every one, He propoſeth 
to every one proper Aims, he directs to pro- 
per Means, he enjoyns Attention, Conſiderati- 


on, and Diligence in uſing the means he ap- 
points, in dependance on him, for his Aſſiſtance 


and Bleſſing, and mightily encourages all this, 
by promiſing his aid. He enlightens their Minds, 
and opens their Hearts, who are truly deſirous 


to know Divine Truths, are attentive. to the 


Inſtructions, 


7 =_ 4 % 
InſtruQions he hath given, and do ſeriouſly con- 
ſider the things he hath propoſed, and doth re- 
commend unto them. He enables them who 
are meek, and traftable, ſubmiſſive, and dili- 
gent in uſing the means He orders, To walk in 
| the way of the Lord, and to do, what, without 
his gracious, Aſſiſtance, they would not be able 
to perform with Succeſs, He makes their ho- 
neſt Endeavours in their uſing the means He 
hath inſtituted, to be proſperous, ſo that their 
Services find Acceptance with God, and they reap 
much Benefit and Advantage, Light, Strength, 
and Peace. To theſe, He accompanies his own 
Revelation, with his Power and gracious Influ- 
ences, and cauſeth it to have an enlightening 
changing, cleanſing, ſanctify ing, ſtrengthening, 
and comforting y in proportion to their 
various Caſes, and Wants. 

F. XXXII. But if People will put out their 
own Eyes, or ſuffer others to Hood wink them; 
will ſatisfy themſelves with what is called im- 
plicix Faith, and what is in Truth brutal Obe- 
dience, will indulge to Sloth, and Idleneſs, and 
vile Luſts, there is no help for them. If they 
will ſurrender themſelves reſolvedly to blind 
Guides, or to them, who are no other to them 
than blind Guides, they muſt fall and periſh, 
and for no other Reaſon, but becauſe they and 
their Guides will have it ſo. There is no Re- 
medy provided for Abſolute Perverſeneſs, and 
Obſtinacy, and wilful Reſolvedneſs in People, 
not to do what pertains unto them in order 
to their own Safety and Good. The Holy 
Ghoſt is not promiſed to force People, to 
Learn, and to Change, and ſave them, in a 
violent Contradiction to their own fixed Pur - 
poſes, Reſolutions, and Wills, He will teach, 
AB and 
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3 
and guide People into all Truth that concerns 
them, he will lead and help them in all their 
Duties, and will conduct them ſafely to Glory, 
if they will hearken, attend, and learn, if they 
will ſubmit, follow, ſtrive in Dependance on 
him, and be Obedient; If they will neither be 
Slaves to Men, nor Untractable and Refractary 
towards Him. 
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